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Maximizing Credit 
Card Rewards

Kent Marume

Tuesday, November 19, 2024

2:00 – 3:00 p.m.
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“To enhance the quality of senior life in 
Our Community”

How we deliver our mission is evolving
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Older Adults Caregivers Community
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•Program Manager

•Joined Keiro in 2019

•Involved in:
•Quality of Life Classes
•Nikkei Senior Network
•Events
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•Traveling since childhood

•Avid travelers 

•3.4 million points and 
miles
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• Singapore Airlines Business class from LA to Tokyo

•Cost: $55
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•Explore the power of reward 
options

•Overview of credit card options

•Identify ways to maximize rewards
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•Why credit vs. debit cards

•Types of credit cards

•Types of rewards

•Maximizing rewards 
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•How do you use your credit card(s)?

•Do you use credit card rewards?
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Credit Cards

•Borrowed funds/credit, 
issued by a bank

•Builds credit

• Interest

• Fraud and purchase 
protection

•Rewards and discounts

Debit Cards

•Your money, subtracted 
from a checking account

•Won’t assist in building 
credit

•No interest charges

• Less protection

•No rewards 
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•Average cards

•Balance transfer cards

•Cash back cards 

•Rewards cards

•Premium rewards cards
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Cash Back
• Easy to track

• Rewards in the form of 
cash, not points

• Low maintenance, typically 
fee free

• Category multipliers e.g. 
gas, grocery, dining

• Some purchase and travel 
protection

Rewards Cards
•More tracking needed

• Points or miles
• Value ranges depending on 

redemption

• Fees vary

• Higher category multipliers 
e.g. gas, grocery, dining, 
travel

•More purchase and travel 
protection
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•At a minimum points/miles are worth:
• 1 point/mile = $0.01
• Depending on how you redeem your points, the value 

could range from $0.01 - $0.05/point
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Certain cards have category multipliers 
• For example:

• 4x back on dining
• 3x back on groceries
• 2x back on gas
• 1x everywhere else

•Having a card or cards that support your everyday 
spend can help you accrue points faster

• For example:
• 2x on a $40 gas transaction = 80 points
• 1x on a $40 gas transaction = 40 points
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•4x/$1 on gas

•3x/$1 on dining and 
some travel

•2x/$1 on purchases at 
Costco

•1x/$1 everywhere else

•Cashback annually via 
check
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Costco.com
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•3x/$1 on dining 

•3x/$1 on streaming services

•3x/$1 on online grocery

•5x/$1 on Lyft

•2x/$1 on travel

•1x/$1 everywhere else

•Points can be used in Chase 
travel portal or transfer to 
airlines and hotels
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Chase.com
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•5x/$1 on hotels and rental 
cars booked through Capital 
One portal

•3x/$1 on dining, 
entertainment, streaming 
services, and groceries

•1x/$1 everywhere else

•Rewards can be redeemed 
as cash back or transferred 
to airlines and hotels.
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creditcards.com
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• Large bonus, in points 
or cash, after spend

•Can be the best way to 
amass points

•Good way to receive a 
lot of points with 
typical/everyday spend 
like groceries, gas, 
dining, etc. 
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Current offer:

•After $4,000 in 90 days

•75,000 points 

•$750 value

• ($95 annual fee)

•*$4,000 in 90 days can be a 
lot but recall you can use this 
card for everyday spend like 
dining, groceries, gas, etc.  
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Capitalone.com
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TripPlus.cc
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• Let’s do the math:
• $548 / 43,776 = $0.012
• This redemption = $0.012/point
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• Let’s do the math:
• $534.30 / 38,500 = $0.014
• This redemption = $0.014/point
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•To Recap:
• Travel portal = $0.012/point
• Point transfer = $0.014/point
• 43,776 vs. 38,500
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• In MOST cases, transferring is the best way to 
maximize points because you can maximize point 
value.
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•When does transferring not make sense:
• When booking a flight or hotel and the cash rate is equal 

to or less than $0.01/point. In that case, pay cash. 
• For example:

• Air France one-way from LAX to CDG should cost 30k – 40k 
points for economy. If it’s 50k, that’s not the best redemption.
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•Chase Travel Portal:
• $220 or 17,559
• $220 / 17,559 = $0.013/point

•Transfer to United
• $220 or 14,800 
• $220 / 14,800 = $0.015/point
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•2023 Japan

•70k Chase points → to United 
Airlines
• $105 (taxes and fees)
• $1,400 cash price

•Redemption value: 
• $1,400/70k = $0.02/point

46



Copyright © 2006-2024 by Keiro Services.

•Where did I get 70k points?
• Everyday spend and 1 sign-up 

bonuses!
• Dining

• Groceries

• Drugstores

• Gas

• Entertainment

• Rent*
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•Most hotel programs points are worth $0.005/point

•Most cases → does not make sense to transfer from 
bank to hotels*
• *Exceptions:

• Hyatt

• Choice Privileges 

• (Points are worth $0.01/point, can redeem at 1:2)
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•Use hotel-branded cards for everyday purchases

•Purchase points at $0.005/point or better

•Transfer when the redemption is in your favor
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IHG.com
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• Singapore Airlines Business class from LA to Tokyo

•Cost: 
• 75k points → to 

Singapore Airlines
• $55 (taxes and fees)

• Cash price $3,942 - $10,618

•Redemption value:
• $3,942 / 75k = $0.05/point 
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•You don’t have to break the bank or tap into savings 
to travel

•The hobby can be as easy or as advanced as you like

•Pick cards based on your goals

•Bank ecosystems

•Maximize your rewards that best fits your needs! 
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•Tuesday, November 26 | 2:00 – 3:00 p.m.
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Help Keiro Improve the Quality of Senior Life

Follow us on Social Media:

Visit our Website:
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