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Finding Home in Our Histories 
Rosalyn Tonai & Grant Din Keiro  • September 23, 2025
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Rosalyn’s Background
PRACTITIONER. 38 YEARS WITH NATIONAL JAPANESE 
AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, SERVING AS EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, PROJECT DIRECTOR, CURATOR, ORAL 
HISTORIES, RESEARCHER FOR MANY EXHIBITIONS, 
PUBLICATIONS AND SPECIAL PROJECTS. GETTY MUSEUM 
MANAGEMENT TRAINING. WORKED WITH VETERANS, 
ARTISTS, RESEARCHERS, TEACHERS & COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZERS.

Grant’s Background
30+ YEARS WITH NONPROFITS, SERVING AS EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, COMMUNITY 
RESOURCES DIRECTOR, CONSULTANT. WORKED WITH 
FAMILIES, INDIVIDUALS, VOLUNTEERED ON MANY 
COMMUNITY HISTORICAL PROJECTS. SERVED AS A 
GENEALOGIST, INSTRUCTOR, AND RESEARCHER FOR 
PROJECTS LIKE THE SIX, A FILM ABOUT THE CHINESE 
SEAMEN WHO SURVIVED THE TITANIC. ON BOARDS 
INCLUDING THE CALIFORNIA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

LOVES TO SHARE HIS KNOWLEDGE
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What makes a good researcher?

Strong sense of local, interpersonal & historical 
context through the eyes of the ancestor
 Logical AND Intuitive Thinking
Likes to gather, sort & decipher Data
Thrill of the Hunt! /Talk Story
Puzzle-solving
Plays well with others (sharing)
Goal-oriented

Questions Authority
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Get Organized
GO PAPERLESS? 
Best Practices For Organizing Your Genealogy Files

• Skip the Desktop. Never ever store files on your Desktop. 

• Skip Downloads. Don't let files sit in your Downloads folder. ...

• Move all your documents to the Documents folder. ...

• File things immediately. .../ Sort often. ...

• Use descriptive names. ...

• Search is powerful. ...

• Don't use too many folders. ...

• Stick with it.

• Back up efficiently. (cloud-based, or hard drive system)

Tools of the Trade 

• Smart phone
• Photo Scanner 
• Back up Drive/Virus protection
• Screen Clipping Tool     

Snip & Sketch (Microsoft)

[CMD] +[Shift] +[4]

Apple Mac
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Start with What You Have
family 
member 
photos, birth 
records, 
death 
certificates, 
passports, 
etc.

Document What You Have

•Write it all down
•Use a spreadsheet
•Copy the url source
•Back up!
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Pedigree Charts & Family Group Sheets
FREE DOWNLOADS 
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/free-resources/charts/
(not on-line versions)

Pedigree charts -organize information on your 
ancestors. (up to great-grandparents per page)

Family group sheet - information per one 
family – the parents and children. 

On-line Family Trees

Geni.com basic version is free, allows collaboration, 
has privacy settings if you want to share your tree.

Familysearch.org run by the LDS has a free family 
tree that is shared universally.
.
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Family Tree -Geni.com

Desktop Family Trees
Privacy concerns? These programs stay on your desktop.
Roots Magic-–popular, user friendly, good reports 
($29.99) www.rootsmagic.com. User group on 
Facebook, also shared interest groups like the Southern 
Calif. Genealogical Society. 
Family Tree Maker –popular, integrates with 
Ancestry.com ($79.99) https://www.mackiev.com/ftm/. 
User group on Facebook, and CGS.
Other packages are available, can export and share with 
other programs using GEDCOM files.
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Rootsmagic Family Tree

FREE ON-LINE SOURCES

www.familysearch.org -a free but less 
complete competitor to Ancestry.com
Birth Index, Marriage, Death Data

Passenger Arrivals (Ship Manifests)

U.S. Census Records (Address, names of family unit, age)

US Japanese Americans Relocated During WWII 
(Archives.gov)
F.A.R. –US War Relocation Authority - Final Accountability Rosters. 
1942 - 1946 -New (NARA)
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Familysearch.org 
Documents You Can 
Find Online about Life 
in the US
• The classics: Birth, Marriage, 

Death records
• Census documents are important 

and have different information 
from year to year.

Image from familysearch.org

Marriage and Death Information
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On Ancestry Documents You 
Can Find Online about 
Immigration
• Immigration: Ship manifests
• Asians often had special records as well which 

were required when they immigrated
• Links to Case Files

Image from Ancestry.com

Familysearch.org 
Ship Manifests are Full of Info!
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Be sure to look at Page Two!

Familysearch.org- Alien Crew List shows 
Danzaburo’s arrival as a crew member
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Census records up to 1930 have dates of immigration among other information. 
1940 and the 1950 U.S. censuses do not have dates of immigration.

1900 1910              1920               1930 1940 1950
1900-1930 all show place of birth for person and both parents

Census records: 1920 and 1930 have 
immigration dates
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1930 and 1940 censuses are not exactly the same

1940 census

1930 census

“Japanese Americans Relocated During 
World War II” – info from WRA on Ancestry
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Final Accountability Rosters (FAR)
Summary Sheet for WRA Camp inmates, organized usually by camp, 
then family number. (Browse FREE On-line on Familysearch.org)
Legend to field codes on page 12.

ON-LINE SOURCES

www.Archives.gov –National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) – see handout for many links.
For Issei
Alien Registration and Alien Files – see handout
Ancestry has indexed many immigration case files held at 
the National Archives. Not all Japanese have these case 
files
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General research page for National Archives
https://www.archives.gov/research

FREE ON-LINE RESOURCES
www.Archives.gov –National Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA)
Access to Archival Databases (AAD)

1) Lists Japanese Americans in WRA Camps
https://www.archives.gov/research/japanese-americans/wra#basic

2) Case Files Requests – on how to order them on-line

A) WRA Case Files   “ …  /order
B) Alien Enemy Detention & Internment Case Files  “….  /order
C) Compensation & Reparations Case Files   ‘’’… /order
D) Redress Testimonies (Commission on  the Wartime Relocation Internment

of Civilians)     “ … /order
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FREE IN-PERSON LA RESOURCES

NARA World War II Files
https://www.archives.gov/research/aapi/ww2/genealogy
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NARA Department of Justice files
NOW ONLINE! Many can be found in the general Archives catalog (see handout). These 
internment cards are now digitized and online.

Sample of what you can find 
(Case file requested)
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FILES NOT ON-LINE
Make the Request

 WRA Case File Request Form (NARA,DC)–
submit on-line

-Family Number
-NA Identifier or Case Record helps

 Person Still Alive? – subject submits directly, or 
gets permission, signed notarized affidavit, 
relationship in a letter.
Person Deceased? – proof of death

FILES NOT ON -LINE
Make the Request

 Alien Enemy Detention & Internment Case Files 
(NARA, College Park MD)– submit on-line

-Alien Registration Number
-NA Identifier or Case Record helps

Person Still Alive? – get permission, affidavit 
relationship
Person Deceased? – no need to explain
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OTHER ON-LINE SOURCES

Directories from Public Libraries
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Newspaper Articles
-Library of Congress (loc)
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers/

Google Maps/Street View
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FIND A GRAVE

442nd RCT, KIA Epinal France

Other On-Line Records
MILITARY
Registers of Enlistments in the U.S. 
Army, 1798-1914
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1880762

U.S. World War I Draft Registration 
Cards,1917-1918
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1968530
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Other On-Line Records
HAWAII
Honolulu, Hawaii Index to Passengers 1900 -1952

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1913398

Honolulu, Hawaii Passenger Lists, 1900 -1953

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2141044

Hawaii, Passenger Lists of Airplanes Departing Honolulu, 1942-1948

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2427245

Hawaii, Military  WWI Selective Service System Draft registration cards, 1917-1918-
includes National Guard

http://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/751145?availability=Family%20History%20
Library

Hawaii Internee Directory (Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii)
https://interneedirectory.jcch.com/

Other On-line Records
(link in handout)

Crystal City  (DOJ)
Internment Camp Layout
family residences
by name

(2018) annotated by former internee Werner Ulrich. Courtesy of 
German American Internee Coalition.

https://gaic.info/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Crystal-City-Internment-
Camp-07012018.pdf
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Case Study # 1 : Terue Tonai

Images from Ancestry.com
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Case Study #2:
Kane and Kunisaku Mineta

From Ancestry
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Kane and Kunisaku Mineta on Angel Island

From the National Archives, San Bruno, CA

Kane and Kunisaku Mineta

From the National Archives, San Bruno, CA
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Kane and Kunisaku Mineta

Images from yellowstonenationalpark.com (above), Ancestry.com (below)

Kane Mineta Petition for Naturalization, 1953

From Ancestry.com

Birthplaces of Kane and 
Kunisaku

Dates of Arrival
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Kane and Kunisaku Mineta

From Ancestry.com

Norman Mineta

Images from pbs.org, georgewbush-whitehousearchives.gov
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Some of Our Family ResearchCase Study #3: Taki Usami Ito, Charlene’s 3x great grandmother
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Koseki – family registry information 
from ancestral communities
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A COVID Challenge:
Yonsei Tonais

wondering about their roots

WHERE IN THE U.S. IS GENGORO TONAI?
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1. OBJECTIVE: re-create the timeline & 
map that answers the question: 
Where in the US is Gengoro Tonai?
2. Team = household
3. Every team will get clues.
4. One team member reads one clue.
5. Discuss answer(s) among team.
6. Give educated guess.

THIS IS NOT A COMPETITION
SO, NO FIGHTING, 

SIBLINGS!
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ARRIVAL IN THE U.S.

Look for names Dates Places
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CLUE #1
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Clue 1

CLUE #2
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Clue 2

CLUE #3
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Clue 3

CLUE #5 (#4 HAS BEEN MOVED BACK)
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Clue 5

GENGORO TONAI’S STATUS
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CITY MARKET PRODUCE MARKET, 1958 PHOTO
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CLUE #14

Clue 14
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CLUE #15

Clue 15
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CLUE #17

Clue 17
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Start Dates
1. Until 12/7
2. 12/7/41 
3. Before 3/42
4. 4/10/42
5. 5/29/42
6. In ‘42 or ‘43
7. In ‘42 or ‘43
8. 3/3/44
9. 10/2/45

Places
Los Angeles
L.A. County Jail
Fort Missoula, MT
Fort Sill, OK
Fort Livingston, LA
Lordsburg, NM
Santa Fe, NM
Amache, CO (Granada)
Los Angeles, CA

2

3

1
4

5
6

7
Los Angeles

8
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ALL THE ATTENDEES! FAMILY GROUP PHOTO!
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This is part of an amazing slide show showing how all the Tonais are related by cousin Teresa Tonai

89

90



9/23/2025

46

91

92



9/23/2025

47

Start Your Family website

Words of inspiration

Talk to relatives, even if they aren’t on your direct lines

Find relatives who are interested in family history and share information 
and trips

Find groups that research in the same areas as you

Use reunions to share and learn, both in-person and online

Don’t give up!
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Contact us with questions!
NJAHS has resources here to put your search 
into historical context.
Email: grant@tonaidin.net
Rosalyn@njahs.org
www.njahs.org

HAPPY SLEUTHING!
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