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National Japanese American Historical Society

ABOUT PROGRAMS FOREDUCATORS RESEARCH VISIT SUPPORT NJAHS STORE

The National Japanese American Historical Society (NJAHS)

is a non-profit r lip or izati i to the collection, preservation, authentic interpretation, and sharing of historical information of the

p American experi . NJAHS plays a significant role in the health and vibrancy of San Francisco’s Japantown and its programs. Our work
includes ground-breaking exhibitions and educational events for the public, historical research, and development of educational resources for teachers
and students. Learn more about the history of the organization, its mission and work.
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Rosalyn’s Background

PRACTITIONER. 38 YEARS WITH NATIONAL JAPANESE
AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, SERVING AS EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, PROJECT DIRECTOR, CURATOR, ORAL
HISTORIES, RESEARCHER FOR MANY EXHIBITIONS,
PUBLICATIONS AND SPECIAL PROJECTS. GETTY MUSEUM
MANAGEMENT TRAINING. WORKED WITH VETERANS,
ARTISTS, RESEARCHERS, TEACHERS & COMMUNITY
ORGANIZERS

NJAHS

Grant’s Background

30+ YEARS WITH NONPROFITS, SERVING AS EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, COMMUNITY
RESOURCES DIRECTOR, CONSULTANT. WORKED WITH
FAMILIES, INDIVIDUALS, VOLUNTEERED ON MANY
COMMUNITY HISTORICAL PROJECTS. SERVED AS A
GENEALOGIST, INSTRUCTOR, AND RESEARCHER FOR
PROJECTS LIKE THE SIX, A FILM ABOUT THE CHINESE

INCLUDING THE CALIFORNIA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

LOVES TO SHARE HIS KNOWLEDGE

o' NJAHS




9/23/2025

What makes a good researcher?

rosv NIAHS

Questions Authority

v'Strong sense of local, interpersonal & historical
context through the eyes of the ancestor

v’ Logical AND Intuitive Thinking

v'Likes to gather, sort & decipher Data

v'Thrill of the Hunt! /Talk Story

v'Puzzle-solving

v'Plays well with others (sharing)

. wus Y Goal-oriented
)
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Get Organized

GO PAPERLESS?

* Use descriptive names. ...
e Search is powerful. ...
* Don't use too many folders. ...

e Stick with it.

Best Practices For Organizing Your Genealogy Files

» Skip the Desktop. Never ever store files on your Desktop.
* Skip Downloads. Don't let files sit in your Downloads folder. ...
* Move all your documents to the Documents folder. ...

* File things immediately. .../ Sort often. ...

* Back up efficiently. (cloud-based, or hard drive system)

Tools of the Trade

Smart phone

[CMD] +[Shift] +[4]

Apple Mac

Photo Scanner
Back up Drive/Virus protection
Screen Clipping Tool

5

Snip & Sketch (Microsoft)
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Start with What You Have

family
member
photos, birth ————
records,
death
certificates,
passports,
etc.

Document What You Have

*Write it all down

*Use a spreadsheet

*Copy the url source
. *Backup!
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Pedigree Charts & Family Group Sheets
FREE DOWNLOADS

https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/free-resources/charts/
(not on-line versions)

Pedigree charts -organize information on your
ancestors. (up to great-grandparents per page)

Family group sheet - information per one
oo family — the parents and children.

On-line Family Trees

Geni.com basic version is free, allows collaboration,
has privacy settings if you want to share your tree.

Familysearch.org run by the LDS has a free family
tree that is shared universally.
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Family Tree -Geni.com

Grant Din's Tree Showing 57 Peaple Social Sharing: ON

Sue Sing Gee Soon Shee Gee: xi
) | dsceased)

Desktop Family Trees

Privacy concerns? These programs stay on your desktop.

Roots Magic-—popular, user friendly, good reports
(529.99) www.rootsmagic.com. User group on
Facebook, also shared interest groups like the Southern
Calif. Genealogical Society.

Family Tree Maker —popular, integrates with
Ancestry.com ($79.99) https://www.mackiev.com/ftm/.
User group on Facebook, and CGS.

Other packages are available, can export and share with
other programs using GEDCOM files.
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[a]lm v & B

d
Pedigree |Family Descendants People WebSearch Timeline

Rootsmagic Family Tree

Index

[ Options |

Name. [Born |~

7,
s

iGee Kew GONG

(George Lea DIN
12 Jan 1924-4 Nov 1960

(Hew DIN (BOW GWUN GONG)
17 Aug 1896-21 Oct 1560

| [Shee Lock
18 Jan 1896-12 Feb 1958

i |
H{Unknum Yee GONG l
|

|

Hoon (Knon Cheing) OWYANG
| 112 Jun 1878-27 Oct 1963

| l

(Chew Lin GEE
1885-1934

H<Wm Mah GEE l

[Teisuke TONAT
17 11 May 1854-13 Jan 1912
[Yuki TONAT

(Gengoro TONAT
27 Mar 1887-4 Jul 1979

2/ Apr 186520 reb 1936
[Toyone's dad OHTSUBO

fichiro TONAT
10 Sep 1924-29 May 2001

A{Tcycne Ohtsubo TONAT
16 Oct 1900-12 Aug 1985

‘7<Fuycne‘s mom OHTSUBO

[ |

Shintaro ITO
5 May 1893-29 Mar 1977

A{Crece Kiyoko Ito TONAI
20 Mar 1929-23 Jul 2001

=]

Kurakichi ITO A
7 Jan 1867-6 Oct 1947
>

[ [kun (Kaorw) OKAWA TTO
16 Oct 1904-28 Oct 2000

1 Dec 1879-9 Sep 1964

| e
1872 22 Oct 1930
[Danzaburo OKAWA l
17 Sei TAKADA OKAWA
28 Sep 1879-

FREE ON-LINE SOURCES

“»Passenger Arrivals (Ship Manifests)

www.familysearch.org -a free but less
complete competitor to Ancestry.com

“»*Birth Index, Marriage, Death Data

++U.S. Census Records (Address, names of family unit, age)

++»US Japanese Americans Relocated During WWII
(Archives.gov)

“*F.A.R. —US War Relocation Authority - Final Accountability Rosters.
1942 - 1946 -New (NARA)
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Image from familysearch.org

Marriage and Death

Information

California Death Index, 1940-1997

Name:

sex:

Death Date:

Death Place:

Death Place (Original):
Mother's Name:

Birth Date:

Birthplace:
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Danzabur Okawa

Male

19 Sep 1964

Alameda, California, United States
ALAMEDA

Kurasawa

13 Jan 1879

Japan
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On Ancestry Documents You
Can Find Online about

Immigration
* Immigration: Ship manifests
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* Asians often had special records as well which
were required when they immigrated
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* Links to Case Files
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Be sure to look at Page Two!

List. 10
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Census records up to 1930 have dates of immigration among other information.
1940 and the 1950 U.S. censuses do not have dates of immigration.
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1930 census

1940 census

25

1930 and 1940 censuses are not exactly the same
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“Japanese Americans Relocated During
World War II” —info from WRA on Ancestry

Danzaburo Okawa

ty canters, final accountability rosters, 1942

far Relocation Auth

Event Place Note
Name
Sex

Imprisonment Date
Imgrisonment Place

Imprisonment Place {Original)
Imprisanment Department Number
Move Date

Move Place

Residence Pace

Birth Date

Marital Status

Citizanship Status

Entry Number

Family Number

Rote

Hove

Danzaburo Okawa
Male

210ct 1942

McGehee, Desha, Arkansas, United
5

MeGehee, Desha, Arkansas
Term W-G.

30'Sep 1945
Oakland Calit
Oakland California
12 Jan 1879
Married

Alien

SIAC

25847

315151

Family 1

ATACH

Similar

b

1917155

Danzzbus
Caitomma

Danzzka
veitd s

Document Information ~
Line Number 7241
Digital Folder Number 101044948
Image Number 00131

Collection Information

United States, War Relocation @

Authority centers, final accountability

rosters, 1942-1946

Cite this Record

"United States, War Relocation
Authority centers, final
accountability rosters, 1942-1946,"
database with images, FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/6190
3/1:1:QLXR-ZDVS : 8 February
2019), Danzaburo Okawa, 21 Oct
1942; citing roster, family no.
25847, line 7241, NARA microfilm
publication M1865 (Washington
D.C.: National Archives and Records
Administration, 2001).

Copy Citation

13
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Final Accountability Rosters (FAR)
Summary Sheet for WRA Camp inmates, organized usually by camp,

then family number. (Browse FREE On-line on Familysearch.org)
Legend to field codes on page 12.

ST

& A
EENREAR T A IRRR R

s R 1
¥

b

ON-LINE SOURCES

www.Archives.gov —National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA) — see handout for many links.

For Issei

=Alien Registration and Alien Files — see handout

=Ancestry has indexed many immigration case files held at
the National Archives. Not all Japanese have these case

14



General research page for National Archives
https://www.archives.gov/research

>, Citizen Archivists - Bookmark/Share - Contact Us

\\\ rl Search Archives.gov
NSy / ) - ch Archives.
== NATIONAL ARCHIVES
RESEARCH OUR RECORDS VETERANS! SERVIGE REGORDS, EDUGATOR RESGURCES VISITUS AMERICA'S FOUNDING DOCUMENTS
Research Our Records
Home> Research Qur Records
Research in the National Archives Catalog Other Online Research Tools
Operating Status
- search the Catalog + Guide to Federal Records Check our Facebaok pages and Twitar orcall
* Using the National Archives Catalog * Online Tools / Ways to Search Online gmmmmcm":fi'?:m; chudoe edeml
+ Search Tips * Access to Archival Databases (AAD) available on the OPM website.
.’ » Contribute as a Citizen Archivist: Tagging / » Microfilm Catalog

Transcription * Free Databases at NARA facilities

's New?
+ Links to Records Digitized by our Partners What's New?
» Research Presidential Records T ——

* Catalog Guide for Genealogists
o Catalog Newsletter

*IRseard Sroup taplores More Researcher Hews
« Presidential Library Explorer

* Donated Collections Explorer Research Events
* Civil Rights Cold Case Records Portal

NJAHS

FREE ON-LINE RESOURCES

www.Archives.gov —National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA)

=Access to Archival Databases (AAD)

1) Lists Japanese Americans in WRA Camps
https://www.archives.gov/research/japanese-americans/wra#basic

=2) Case Files Requests —on how to order them on-line

A) WRA Case Files “... Jorder

B) Alien Enemy Detention & Internment Case Files “.... /order

C) Compensation & Reparations Case Files ... forder

D) Redress Testimonies (Commission on the Wartime Relocation Internment
of Civilians) “... forder

30
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L ESNSTY FREE IN-PERSON LA RESOURCES
HeritageQuest Online

HeritageQuest Online® resources is a comprehensive treasure —rich in unique primary sources, local and family histories, convenient research guides,
interactive census maps, and more. Short Descripﬁon

Discover the amazing history of you with HeritageQuest Online. With more than 5 billion records, it delivers an essential collection of genealogical and
historical sources—with coverage dating back to the 1700s—that can help people find their ancestors and discover a place’s past.

31

NARA World War Il Files

https://www.archives.gov/research/aapi/ww2/genealogy
Asian American and Pacific Islander Records

Home > Research Our Records > Asian American and Pacific lslander Records at the National Archives > WWIl Incarceration > Genealogy

AR World War II Japanese American Incarceration: Researching an Individual or
Main Page

Family

WWII Incarceration
Main Page

Giraligy Conducting genealogical research on formerly incarcerated Japanese and Japanese Americans can present a On This Pa ge

i challenge for even the most adept researcher. Due to the involvement of multiple federal agencies in detaining and

Mass Recrovaland documenting individuals of Japanese descent (U.S. citizens, permanent residents, and those taken from U.S. .

Incarceration territories and from Allied held nations), records may be found across several different record groups and at a Getting Started

Martial Law number of National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) facilities across the country. The process of Exclusion from Militarily Restricted Areas

Military and Civilian Service identifying individual or family records can be complicated due to the absence of any official master index and War Relocation Authority Camps

:vope;w and Census the fact that some of the formerly incarcerated were transferred between multiple camps. Enemy Alien Internment Facilities
lecords

Military and Civilian Service

Federal Courts This guide provides an overview of the types of records available for genealogical research and offers guidance on Renouncing—and Restoring—U.S. Citizenship
Post-War Legacy how to navigate them. You can continue your research with records at NARA by visiting us, contacting us online, or Post-War Redress and Reparations
Additional Resources by hiring an independent researcher. Alien Filés (A-Files)
Research Our Records
Main Page Additional Resources for Genealogists
Get Started
St Looking for more information on your family bers? Other logical uch as census,

National Archives Catalog

National Archives Catalog
Search Tips

Online Research Tools and Aids

immigration, and naturalization records may be available. Start Your Genealogy Research here,

32
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NARA Department of Justice files

NOW ONLINE! Many can be found in the general Archives catalog (see handout). These
internment cards are now digitized and online.

Fite v, (146-13) 212,

ARy ALIEN ENENY DOCKET W=
WARRANT Date
Reoquested —
Issund SN
penied ——"
CUSTODY RECORD BOARD RECOMMENDAT 10N R=12-27-43
Los Angeles, Califa date 12=7-41 Relasse nig 12843
Apprehended al, pef s
Detained ofRE date B=7=43 intermmant _2=17-42
T rerred to . LEe ﬂl\-i ATTORNEY GENERAL'S ORDER
ranarerred to.
Interned _ Fort SLlL ST
2 EELOCATING: n{."r- Angeles, Calif. g e Jub
SR e TED ON 11-15-45 Intarreant o
eased ble. —
E R CHANGE OF STATUS
- released B
Paroled ———— Paroled B3l
Interned -
— varate violation -
T oG, "5 amended Order
N

DATE

REMARKS

TONATL, Tony #2e 12-775

W~ Doss1er BRETETE

1/ /42
2=9-42
2:25-42

5=15-i2
B3=17-43
C12-L-k3
2-25-4dy

2=25-44
2-11-44
3-11-44

4-12-44,

Immigration Service memo of Dec. 23 re. change in plece of detention of aljen.
FBI report dated 1-27-42
(encl) Report and dation for

Notice of heering 1 2=-16-42,
FBI Report for period 5-11-42

vonduct report fr Camp Livingston

I&N Conduct report fm Santa Fe.N.M.
Lr to Toyone: Subj. paroled to WRC to be reunited with his family when the necessay
arrangements have been complted by WRA. JJS
Ir to Stguber: Subj. paroled & tfr to WRC. 146-13-2-06 JJS
FBI for Pds 12-8-43; 2=11-44.
Lr to Kelly<fm Stauber: Arrange. made for subj's acceptance at
Granada Relo Center.
FBT Report for pd. 4=10-44.

Alien enemy questionnaire.:s
Letters and affidavitse

34

Sample of what you can find
(Case file requested)

BASIC PERSONNEL
(Rlien Eneray.

-

rrce ]S LT 116

RECO!
‘ox Prisoner of War)

01247

INVENTORY OF PrRsoNAL EFFECTs TAKEN
TFaon INTERNES

Pit _scar left fore-

head

2. Tndox finger

5 Middl fgef]

+ Tt o |
hd

Teft Hand

& T 0]

Eieitage |

i6dle g D |
1

[ 0. Lasil fngor
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FILES NOT ON-LINE
Make the Request

- WRA Case File Request Form (NARA,DC)-
submit on-line

-Family Number

-NA Identifier or Case Record helps

** Person Still Alive? — subject submits directly, or
gets permission, signed notarized affidavit,
relationship in a letter.

“*Person Deceased? — proof of death

oy NJAHS

FILES NOT ON -LINE
Make the Request

- Alien Enemy Detention & Internment Case Files

(NARA, College Park MD)- submit on-line
-Alien Registration Number
-NA Identifier or Case Record helps

Person Still Alive? — get permission, affidavit
relationship

“*Person Deceased? — no need to explain

18
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OTHER ON-LINE SOURCES

v @

Google Maps

son

Directories from Public Libraries

ATI1INIZTON av

" Mary Mrs h 602 224

" Michl mtrmn r 450 51st

pkr r 4022 Telegraph av
shoe repr 1835 San Pablo

Hugh *(Bridget) janitor h 5482

Ta,ft av :
» H Mrs (Claremont Apts) h 5482 Taft
O Keefe Agnes (wid Michl) r 15625 Fruit-

19



39

Newspaper Articles
-Library of Congress (loc)

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers/

g DA

9/23/2025
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FIND A GRAVE

442 RCT, KIA Epinal France

PFC Fred M. Yamamoto

BIRTH 19 Oct 1918
DEATH 28 Oct 1944 (aged 26)

BURIAL Golden Gate National Cemetery
San Bruno, San Mateo County, California, USA

PLOT SECTION CSITE 478
MEMORIAL ID 3547965 - View Source

Photo added by Hudsan Louie

Other On-Line Records

MILITARY

=Registers of Enlistments in the U.S.
Army, 1798-1914

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1880762

=U.S. World War | Draft Registration

Cards,1917-1918
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1968530

21
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Other On-Line Records

HAWAII

=Honolulu, Hawaii Index to Passengers 1900 -1952

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1913398

=Honolulu, Hawaii Passenger Lists, 1900 -1953
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2141044

=Hawaii, Passenger Lists of Airplanes Departing Honolulu, 1942-1948
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2427245

=Hawaii, Military WWI Selective Service System Draft registration cards, 1917-1918-
includes National Guard

http://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/751145?availability=Family%20History%20
Library

*Hawaii Internee Directory (Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii)
https://interneedirectory.jcch.com

43

Other On-line Records  "[Fres =2 2 =ji=
. . £ " O B !
(link in handout) 1@@%%‘%@%@51
Tissaasarly
Crystal City (DOJ) GEsEE=agRld
Internment Camp Layout.. === %ﬁ_x__
family residences “’H
by name EE

(2018) annotated by former internee Werner Ulrich. Courtesy of
German American Internee Coalition.

https://gaic.info/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Crystal-City-Internment-
Camp-07012018.pdf

44
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Case Study # 1 : Terue Tonai

45

LIST OR MANIFEST OF ALIEN PASSENGERS FOR THE UNITED STATES IMMIGRATION OFFICER AT PORT OF ARRIVAL

AL ALIERS, ts whatsoewer cliss ey travl, ST b fully Hsted and the mashe e commanding fficr f ench wesel caring soch passengers 55 upn vl deves B Serel 1o e mdprtion efcr, - This (i) shct I e the ltiag of SECOND CABIN PASSEMGERS COLY.

S, S ftepo M . SGHNG from ) of 1o Al Loue, 9 Ammnga!! #t of _sen ... MAG-198 |
T [P — 2 o s e Ta -,l l Pl R | ¥ | ’ | " no ] o
1 . —_ - - —1 —_ - i S T NN
WEAS TR BOAD TAX | I
o | ENFTHNL  DOROMIE e i T Lt Pt i, |
- ! j ., P Casniry ol whieh e 1e Paple _ - mmﬂ:‘ﬂumimhdh—l
™| ! witown or et} | ity b 58 e
I Tamity Bama e Hama Tra Mo ; Wit City ar Trws, ‘
I i i i 13 |
k3)- 5o 89 Kope- T
hii e, ks, whisggaldrand Mothar )
' Mallilﬁf L Heaynahl Touglo 19.11,4, 8. % dr iu You. J-pmu- g : e
o ?u* iy rs.ausl, Tonal{sotier)
! | Tonal Tarays 2w, 5.0, & ur. L} f{g‘/j‘j W N:‘hn. ‘; umi -1.'... .“.u T
Iym 23 ww-mrmm n the | B§ M 1
st | Condltion | Deformed or | Helght. Color of— Place of Birth,
.l'ip: - . _[ Unlted Statos 410180, | e golng ol & relatvn r risnds and i s, i]! i | Rl ey F
what relative o friend, and his name i s ‘ Nealth,  Nature, longth - Com- Warks of Identifeation,
i 3 gl ey ¥ and complet sddros? i]l ] {‘ e “l;: . lesion, e Mead
" Sute Cityer Town. o Foat,| Inches. | Eye Country, o
!I = ._\Lavm iﬂ A ‘li‘; ! i I"I‘ Physleal, | |
L2 nl 41 b ' - 4 4 4
San= ur,Tetsutaro, Kobaysshi(Father) | Bgar on the | Dp_ |"RE"-‘ e
1s0o. Yes. Father 860, No. = = | #1651, Llaguna 5't., San ¥Teng y¥o.No. No.No, Goode Nos | Il 1, Lark, ul.-u 8lack, n. |shi. ]
cal, Pranoisco. Yes. Fa 880, Fo I # A et tudeaana] 48941 ¥o. No. N ro,, oo 7 soar on_the __}f‘""‘, el

Tant-

I ! = - - =
L -
FINS I IF + R =
Images from Ancestry.com
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES |'® DATE OF DEATH

9/23/2025

i

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )

MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

nsm-nsconnel}{@uwfhﬁfk | - ) @%ﬁﬁ” Z ’2/ 191 y

Gt Moot ity oooou ot e TR o ST i TR R o in e e 5 i L
wuntun op oL grinstis

(Month) (Day) (Year)

STANDARD CERTIFICATE OF BEATH

Dy, Bom s i
o __b;,ﬁn.:—- #. P2t 5

e,

I Herepy CerTiFy, That I attended deceased from

“| that I last saw h_22- alive on..___ et 2L 107

| and that death occurred on the date stated above aZ.".Z--m.
The CAUSE oF DEATH * was as follows:

D -
i S R LRty i —
- = = )

o

months days

JN 11

0003893718 e e ey e S

N

Case Study #2:
Kane and Kunisaku Mineta

.
Kane Mineta
in the California, U.S., Chinese Arrival Case Files Index, 1884-1940

Name: Kane Mineta T
\1*-;1;
Ager 20 WY
Gender:  Female NATIONAL |
ARCHIVES
Birth Date: 1894
ation Birth Place:  Japan

Arrival Date: 16 Jan 1914

Box Number: 00772 g

Case Number:  13191/015-06
ship:  CHIYO MARU

Make a Conn

Find nthers whn

From Ancestry

48
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Kane and Kunisaku Mineta on Angel Island

From the National Archives, San Bruno, CA

49

Kane and Kunisaku Mineta

Q Than whore and hew woere you marriad? A, ¥arrled in Japan by photograph in April,
1912,

(presente copy of famly register which interpretar states showe repistration
- of marriage in ¥my, 1912)
(prasents phote of allaged husltand)

9 Were you svar narrisd before! A. Wo.

Q Was your hugband aver merrisd bofera? A, ¥e

Allegad husband appears and is sworni- (alisng identify each other as husband & wife)
My name is Kunissku Minetas; sze 25 yrs. 3 mes,; subjact of the Erparor of Jepan;

ama farwer at R, F.D. I, Hox 93-1, 8glinas, Cal.; have EEB iutn%r Elgranca

3 herwood, wio is an Americam citizem; have about $170C, Investsd 18 ine tusiness

porsonally; have about $50C. inbank; have check for #50C. with me; have been a

resident of the V.5, for about 7 yre.

(presents conmular certificata)] ”
WE . n.5.4.)
rasents passport 66330 dated Dac. § 19C6 to Talifomla, U.5.A. )
(;f'agantg g‘ptiﬁea of copartnership betwoon himself and aaia Bharwood, COVOTING
140 acres of land leased from R. Sherwood of San Franoiscol land situatad at
i %el.

? aﬁaﬁnzﬂara azzd how wers you married! A, Py photograph in Japan of Yazhi:r o
(presents copy of family regleter whish -iatuppaf interprater statas 8
registration of marriage to spplicant on dats givea)

1
50
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Japanese Americans travel between housing barracks with Heart Mountain on the horizon.

Public Domain, Department of the Interior. War Relocation Authority

Images from yellowstonenationalpark.com (above), Ancestry.com (below)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR e 5
‘AR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
HEART NTAIN RELOCATION CENTER
Hrari Wreming
MAME BY NAME ACCOUNTING OF ALL RESIDEN
i s For Poried Ending _ DOsember 31, 19NN
: 1
NAME  wasry rimsr wope, | iy o i e 5 oars ar uE peacusTion oare o rvre oF per | oEsTiaTion i:
[ i1} [ — 13} T S—r re— e o
T T
WIERP Albert Tnwuye 32198 - Pf11/u2  aa Jose, Calif, 10/afbz  |Iné-Bauc |Madinon, New Jersay
- . " " . 3/28/43  |Ing-durn Salt Leks Olty, Utah
Xans L] - . . 12/3/43  [Ind-Tavit ‘--nu. 11,
i . =2 . . . 1né-Bupl HisAcs T,
Nersan Tosnls L) - - " . Ln 4 bt 1
—___———————
|
Form a8 L
m:“m'._r’u%:f‘:;::m oF JreTIcE A U Py Wﬂa p—
i UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
(To be reisined TErrp—— it

by Clerk of Court) * PETITION FOR NATURALIZATION
(Undet General Provisions of the Immigration and Nationality Act)

Tothe Womesblethe DISTRICT n-..'.aua:m._sr:.m...... BANFRANCICO.,. CAL.
Hatanabe.

() My bull trm, end correst maee s K@ne  Mine|
) My premst place ol mebenen w545 H_Sth
[ORTe - B ey

desription b fuiows: Sex P ST

U - e ety of which L vm 8 estisea

v - S o et e Minets

sk s : ; T Kunisaku
PR

- PO b s the mat, o, e s Pl ” et Dates OfAITiVal

Aya Endo F Salinas,. Cll_ Anru 20 1915 119-29 nglﬁﬂlﬂav .

Stsu ¥assoka P Sm Jcrsu, ‘Cll ﬁ/!fl?ls 300 Sth St W B -Wash Dot
Helen ¥ineta—PF— ey 11/14/38 "1 B

Gal——
RS R e igEReTy ST Ry
g U o e 0 s e oty
wan Chiyo-Mazu.

o =
3 DEPARTED FROM TRE UNITED STATES KETURNKD TO THE CATED £TATES ==
DA‘I.I"-l \'—;nﬂ:—;n!s‘n g D:-'.p-n_‘_“:»‘:m":"‘-.:
col Dec. 25-1923_Shunyo-Kars- 12/22/24 T
et aamat I elsco o et ol e

Birthplaces of Kane and

From Ancestry.com
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Kane and Kunisaku Mineta

|-\'.5uvuln. ws nuu. ot w Loe e

Delied, a5 that this petition is £igned by me with

tents of this pruum for naturalization subseribed l}y me, and that the same are true 1o the bestol nykm-.cd'e
my full, true name: 80 HELP ME GOD.

ALIEN REG lSTI‘.ATION

19—41073-5

ab OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

1 bereby declare, on oath, taat 1 abolutely and entirely remounce aad abjure
i 5 of whor o which T have berstotors bm. a o

to any foreign

that 1 will bear &rms 0n w-a« of u-‘ an-u States when required by the law; or
that I will perform noncombatant service in the Armed Forees of the United States when required by the law; o

that I will perform work of national imporiance under civilian direction when required by the law;

and that I this obligation frecly without any mental reservation or purpase of evasion: S0 HELP ME GOD. In
acknowledgment whereof I have hereunto affixed my signature.

\Lff'o’u— FenZie.

Sworn to in opon courd, mn”g ﬂz/@ o . 'v/«%/‘ +A. D, n)j
£ = = W, il
Vf {, %}’MJ 3 M

NOTE s renuciation of itie ot ardes of scbdity, add the flleing o the sath of alegissce befare it 2
ar ) bl 1 B BereAfers REIL® or 1 SRriher Pebmnes Ehe e o bty
granted: Line No. .. of List \p{u

From Ancestry.com

Norman Mineta

NORMAN MINETA

AND HIS LEGACY
T AN AMERICAN STORY
REBROADCAST MAY 2020 Meet the statesman who served as
cabinet secretary for Presidents Clinton
Meet the man wha served as cabinet secretary for and George W, Bush, Imprisoned by the

Presidents Clinton and George W. Bush. MORE US. during Warld War Il for his Japanese
ancestry, Mineta rose to become the first

Asian American to serve in a presidential
cabinet.

Norman Mineta's Political Beginnings

Clip | 1m 52s
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Case Study #3 Taki Usami Ito, Charlene’s 3x great grandmother
e

Ah Choy WONG
. Father of Unknown female YEE

p George Lee DIN

— 1924-1960
Ying LOCK.
Shee LOCK

Shee YEE

Add Mother

' ._Father of female YEE
J q + Add Mother ;
\. Yee Joe OWYANG

+ Add Mother
_Unknown Father of female WONG

Grant Lawrence DIN

1958

' Yee Bong or Yee Bow (O
Hoon (Koon Cheung) OWYANC
Unknown WONG

Esther OWYANG

1929-

- Youk Chien (aka Wai Yung) GEE

Wife of Yuen Bill GEE
_Unknown MAH
Unknown MAH

[‘ Charlene K.Tonai DIN ] cann i
o —{1 Teisuke MUKAI }_d AL+ Add Father

+ Add Mother

Gengoro TONAI )
; .+ Add Father
- Yuki Komatsubara TONAI
_{v Ichiro TONAI ] -+ _Add Mother

._Tsunemon OHTSUBO

Chew Lin GEE

0 W,

1924-2001

_[:l Rosalyn Miyoko TONAI
= (W xuskichi o
Shintaro ITO ) .
Grace Kiyoko ITO 4 Add Mother
1929-2001 || Heitaro OKAWA

S g —

.+ Add Father
+ Add Mother

. Kichisaburo OHTSUBO
Toyone OHTSUBO

55

56
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LIST OR MANIFEST OF ALIEN PASSENGERS FOR THE UNITED

ata port of continental United States from a foreign port cr a pert of the insular passessions of the United States, and all aliens arriving at a port of said insular possessions from a foreign port, a port of continental United

‘This (yellow) sheet is for the listing of

’

fOAAERE A MARLY. Pas.scngers sailing from .. xcisA, JwAS. i e — L) P
— T
1 2 56 4 | L} 9 10 n | 2 "
"s!ﬂ%;x NAME IN FULL. ™ -i Ableto— *Last permanent residence. Poul doiathoe, .
e = e ot et o bl gt -
& | | [ || S, v T e
For N e e— Giren name, Y, Mo, } ot | "‘.?.."'....) | wae i Cmerr, | Cysetonn. S, Cyortonn
| — | - L
¥ Taki It M T R Stoekto
1 1TAX / \( )“q lm-nenp\m 520 %k Q&wuy" ‘(‘ | /’ ] [ersses srockteon Bt akhiie: e Ruetdr, satchifen eXtem |

STATES IMMIGRATION OFFICER AT PORT OF ARRIVAL

smow
| ]
9., Taki Itg_ 'Lﬁ.n pher)
Mgusilivacl B I‘r-,nlﬂl'*ikﬂ
No.
';':., —. L S A— b i
‘; - - !] "-,:‘i Whee? 7 l"l !l }' illi= gzl'ﬂill"l l. 23
S i R et T[T [P e e

List /ﬁ: g
The entri t must

tries dh ¢
be typewritten or printed.

9/23/2025
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>
b=

% {front)
f?: Ito Wahe1
- % Taki
x ¥
Taisho 10 Meiji 13
(I P (1921) (1850)
EE I.:: 'EF Y.il-? Dec. 23 Dec, 13
9 0 6 3
4] . 3 #H 90 years old
¥ 1 Ed 1 63 years old
2 2
A H
2 1
3 3
A H
Bl (back)
K Taisho 11
E (1922) Feb.
1 Regiding in US.A
1 Children &
i Grand children built
2
A *® )
Ito Shintaro
e oy . ﬁ% Katsuji
G {5 5 5 M.
£ EEOBK vl
= L] Nobuyuki
% jE B Torakichi
% It Hayashi Tjura
SR Bhg 2 Ik Yagi Yoshizo
[E] EN (fh S Sugiura Mitsuji
L f Suzuki Shino
LE=HF+ Hayashi Toku
L BB

30
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Koseki — family registry information

1es

1202 0795

from ancestral communi

= PR BIE - | PRER R
BRELE| | ol 0o Fie RS ETESS

* EBr¥REEieE s o
1mn¢m_mu,mnx?ﬂ%;.mg%

] »

| Btk 3k

| FisEde ARAGMI+ ot | s
| weddin AxXfonmsoemadbin
|

L LI

R ES KRR @K 20) > 5 FIaA 2R
e
| FroEalSEKERFEHENE Yo la kR RV ES

T e e e

# PR e B ag
w4 B e

P Ll t

FER Pt~y AHEW = 1
Dt SRR i LT R £
B Gt T 2 TP v s & 3o
Pl L0 L e i

§lEnun W=

BT e m F o Do B Bk = OB
m_mn { .ﬁ%mmﬁ g Al W@EMWN&W
vm o AR s e O L B |
mxﬁw@.i e S B2 B 0B Ao B
Wbaora gl ik ?ﬁaf orve o T

4017881

00000001 10~ 8 BR M- (2001)

61

RN @AM

1904 (M37).10.164

P8 BUF. UuF— |voungest dsughter)
5. Rurio Ricky

==

[Din. Chartans Ko Tonai

£
=
&
&
¥
B
3
g

- (K

1910(M43).105%

L E3

a7

70

[ET7 T
oo

E3
Fros Matsnws

1912(M48).1.75

T TW7)
[Victor (Mesaru®)

1918(T8) 8118

1604 (M37) 1 28%

1906 (M39) 10115

ks

1908 041 ) 355

4
g
H
H

aig
o

BEPNEE |tz \RE[TR
1e20(TRI 1229
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A COVID Challenge:
Yonsei Tonais
wondering about their roots

WHERE IN THE U.S. IS GENGORO TONAI?

THE TONAI FAMILY TREASURE HUNT!

32



8

| 1. 0BJECTIVE: re-create the timeline &

map that answers the question:
Where in the US is Gengoro Tonai?
2. Team = household

3. Every team will get clues.

4. One team member reads one clue.

5. Discuss answer(s) among team.
6. Give educated guess.

65

THIS IS NOT A COMPETITION
S0, NO FIGHTING,
SIBLINGS!

66

9/23/2025
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ARRIVAL IN THE U.S.

T S = atoom, GARN, Amp EYEERASE atsEme wiT mE comPLETELY MANIFESTER, sy v 7y il

R A2 :
LIST OR MANIFEST OF ALIEN PASSENGERS FOR THE U. S. IMMIGRATION OFFICER AT PORT OF ARRIVAL. . &
; 12

o rignt side of aach marifest ofallon i
 wnd tha Inforraion indlentad by the

. 7] i
) ﬂ),}/;w)"w y of Labor of the United States, under Act of Cangress approved March 3, (908, to be delivered to the U. S. Immigration Officer by the Cammanding Y HOROLALY A
j/\(—} /"V‘,“, [l { Officer of any vessal having such passengers on board upon arrival at a port in the United States. it 4
U g S, S DOR. o suibing from . KOBE. ' 0Cpol0h ., g0 Avriving at Port of . HONOLULD:.. ., e 0., 190 [ —
g AT T i » ruer
- ol .
. i s
i s
e e w e me e goon o
e R e I =
annmrs L - o vee B
(R vt P - g ik bl il

Llook for names Dates Places

67
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® Seattle
MeNeistand o pyyy 2 (1
#Fort Lewis

® Portland. i # Fort Missoula

4 Fort Lincoln

* Heart Mountain *eamgiicce!

Lake ol

@ Marysville
® Sacramento 5
Tanforane eStockton ‘* Topaz
Sharp Park® @ Turlock
Salinase  ° Merced o2 - Learenmartn

Pinedale g Manzanar
Eesio\® *O\Avsnsvalley * Amache [Granadal

Tulare ®
Tuna Canyan o

Griffth Park ¢ oPomona S

#.Santa Anita
LELCIET )

Terminal lsland s ]
Stringtown

Gila River *' ebes Jerome ¥

n® +Camp Lordsburg
@ FortBl Seagoville ¢

am Hauston
@ Kenedy

 CrystalGify

69

CLUE #1

70

# East Boston

 Fortko

® Meade
# Cincinnati Fort Mead

® Gamp

Rosten S e pin : * Rohwer

Camp Blanding &

9/23/2025
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE e

FEDERAL DUREAT OF INVESTIGATION :
?‘\. j Lhireetar.
Tl

WASHINGTON 25D,
, is furnished FOIR OFFICIAL USE ¥

FRESYLI0
The following FBI record, NUMBER

CRRTIEUTON OF
FIMRsE AFEFT i

R A LR mﬁi';f'{‘_?“ Chuk i BSFECETT N

| li-2=42 intprpos for
the duration ¢ the
war by the US hut

m&u%nw . of

enrouta to Fed.
authinritiss,

5, Ton inpeles, | deim Tos 12-7-4)

Galif. fFas

13 ‘-'12--.4 routa tvﬂ F‘Hﬂ.

BUThar

50, Toa Mgales, Tony Qenparo Tonnl
Callf, #354642

71

CLUE #2

72
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Foem 0. 1
THIE CARE CMIGINATED AT

FEDERAL BUREAUii

Ios

ARGFLES, CALIFORMEA

OF INVESTIGATION

FILE Mo

100-7133

REPORT MACK AT

1OB ANGFLES, OALIFORNIA|

1/27/k2

BATE whE MADE ‘ el

rem ErCRT MATE HY

R A GARVEY

[T ——

© THTERNAL SECURTTY = J
ALIEN ENEMY CONTROL

Custodial Detan
subodtted to the I
!

Wlmwwltmwuu

rnt?ﬁ

tioh Heusrdndun relating to m.sut

mm.lphm-hﬂsw 1'
oard

Decesber &, 1541,

tluulu'mu

Subject was born ip Tekayssa Prefecture, Japan, and im
Nippoa Falgun Kyokal,as evidenced by membership
records found in the don of ITARU

upen his arrest

cnar for the

Tuns T, !.9&1. &t Lo Anpln Thpae ﬂoerd.lmniud by virtus
the| United States Commdssdi

of a search suad by
mﬂm ﬂf.ltl'!.o’l et Caldfornia,

(This information was reflected in

y entitled ITARU TACHIRANA, with slisses,

Loa Angeles file #65-1322
2T AL, mm .'I., 14, 2, 3, 5N

page 269 of Lhs sbove rartioned report the following
infommation relating to Subject is set forthi
DECRIFTION:  lHame GIICOR0 TOMAT
935 Teot 2Ath Ste
san ), Celifornia

SAGRUZATICUS Rogular sunbor of Hippon Xalgun Kyokal
100 NNOSLED POLICS DEPT,  Seavch of the fllos rezanding Subject

d cogubives
i Search of filss proved nogativos
| -

73
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CLUE #3
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orn in Wokayama Prefecture Japan, Is a regular member of Hi
okal (Japa sl Asa'n,) (Exhib Y
ntdined in L. A. Fila 65-1 6

and maritime transpertation hawve
g will, when necessary, furhd
Navy and per ¥y for the carrylng out
of the organization

b

rds of Worth American Branch of the Ni;
o Naval Assoclation) obtained by & searc |
smpic Hotel, Los Angeles, on G
of the Imperisl Japanese Navyj

75

76
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|
AFFIDAVIT

1, ToYONE "rONAT, wife of GINIGORD TONAI, duly s¥ors and depeses,

says:

That GENGORO TONAT was borh in Wakayama-ken, Japsn in 1888.
That he came to the United States In 1906 at the age of elghteen snd
went %o Burlingham, Washington. | There he worked in a resteurant
and attendsd night school during|the evenings. On Sundays hs abtended 4
a Christlen church and waa affilfated with the Y. M. C. A.
eity. Four yeara later he receijed a letter stating that hin rnbﬂe!‘
wag oritically 111 in Japan snd pequesting that he return to Jepan st
once. However, en route to Ja]:lai e received the sad news of hia
father's decesss. After probabihg the estate of hls father and while
making arrangements to return to|this country, he was drafted by com-
pulsory military training in Japan and served for three years. During
the World War in the year 1014 hg returned to America and agaln went
to Burlingham, Soon thereafter he came to Terminal Island and went
into the fishing busineas by buying = boat. While World War I waa
still in progress he bought several Liberty Bonds and willingly don—
ated to the ded Cross. Again in| 1820 a% the age of 32 he went to
apan to be marrled to Miss Toyohs Ofsubo and immediately refurned
to this country. Having worked industriously and saved his money,
he acowmlated sufficlent funds to start operation of a retail fruis
and vegstabls business with Mr. ¥. Shinteni. Agsin In 1934, he pe-
ceived the news of the -oritical 1llness of his mother in Japen, and
he with the affiant snd their fiye childfen, all of whom are American
eitlzens, visited Japsn to ald his sick mother.

Afflant i1s sure that her hhwsband has been loyal to this country
and that he would mever do any aeh which would be in any way detri-
mental to the best interests of the United States. Whlle in business,
he contributed unselflshly to mapy philanthropleél and charitable
organizations. Most of his effoits have been spent in providing for
the welfare of his femily of fivp children.

Tlaul ssks bhab the Bosrd carefully welgh Tho 0ass .OI Gengors
Tonai snd that he be given the upmost considerationm.

e

Tegoree
/ EfTiant

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )

Jas
COUNTY OF IOS ANOELES )

JAN 23 , 18 , before me,
—Tetaey PAbTES In s ror the seid
6 own t0 me to

ne 15 subsgribed to the wit?ﬂh Inst:’umenh,
she nxsl:.ht?d the same.

and ankmﬂadg

FITZSIMMONS STORES, Led.

Nationally Knoum Groceries for Less

1489 Wost Waakiogion Bolevand
Los Apgles, Californe
v

7O _WHOM IT MAY CONMCERNG
_——

1928,

1 kmow Gengoro Tomai to be
reatdent of this Country.

1In my meny business dealings With him, I heve slways found

Bim to be perfectly honest, [straight fo

1 heve mo Teason to doubt his loyslty to the United States
from anything thet has treaspired during our period of
associetion lasting over the past twWelve yeers.

Fonusry 89, 194z

This is to certify that I heve known Gemgoro ruml. sinse

good honest snd reputebls

Vory truly yours,

i
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BASIC PERSO!
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CLUE #14

81

BETLIION R TEANITOG FACLY Y0 PALY DAY GKT CRTERL

Consideration La precently being given to the problea of rewniting with
sasbars of Lheir {azilies enemy aliens who have been ordered interned. Such &
progran 4f carried out contesplates reuniting in @ family internment cazp (a)

P embors of & IMmily Wio 6re pressully liteined sn coparste essps or (h) mashers
of a faally enly one of wha has byen ordered interned. If this is done, fesi-.
Tios 80 reunited will be subject to all the restrictions and regulations Lsposed
Upon thase members who hive ben ordered interned, regardless of imocence OF
complieity in the activitdes of such menbers and regardless of nationclity or ei-
tizenship.

the puspasa of ascertaining the nusber
be affected by such & program, &

s and character of Lhe parsons to
)

Cassp Livingeton Lnt,Cam

PEESENT PLACE OF DETENTION Cimp Livinpston,la,

P Gengora (HT) ens

55_038 fest £4th, St. san Padro, Californd

1 (UAXKEL) wish Lo have certain members of oy fuadly sent to n faxily intorne
ment certer and Lo join them therv.
The mesbers of my femily to bu affected are the following:

2aCa

1, Tayone Yooal ite c] Launr, Calorado
5, Bt Tonal Paughter 25 .
3, Winoru Torad Son 13 .
4, Yutake Tonod . 1 .
5. U
o
6. V7Y T - — X
7 73775 .
° E
T ) have dnforastion that Ahey wish to bo seiit'to such &'dasps =
The reascn for desiring Lo heve these members ‘sent Lo Buch ® ca iio the
following: ALIEN EVERSY ultli
T have [F) opplied for rwpatristicn. 3
1
fully understund tho sbove mnd yecognite my execution of it wdll not &
pre judic ity thet or don of

the orgar direciliy wy liteimssote

I 3180 understand that the presentstion of this form does not entitle
the relief sought or isply & preaise that i, Wi} be given.

)
SIGNED,

e

82
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CLUE #15

83

TEPKRTHEWT  OF - SUSTIGE
ALTEK DNEMY SPEOIAL HEARTHG BOARD

In 4he Mattar of the Netentinm nf

OENGCRO TONAT
Trternes o F District of Callfornin

BEPGRT AND RECO:LENDATION

To ihs Attornoy Consral:

Tha abows mettor cams on for rehesring befors this Board at

Saota Fo, New Moxioo on _ December 8, 1948

Upor iczanl it i3 horst dod ikal
aliap enemy. be: (check one}

: Intorhod Roleasod % Furolod
SMBARY. OF FACTS AND OPIMION:
Samp reserd 4t Lordsburg “unchbaerved” and the camp record &
4n barely feir. Porsibly his cemp record would be better if it wera Bot for the

fuot that subjeot 4w very desi end cannot heer except wheh spoken to in & very
loud fons of Yoice.

Subjech L now 08 years oIZ o1 2 - e it married
and has B ehildren, three of whom are resident in thia country and ars new
QOolerads with their mothor in Amache, Colormde, Two of the ehildren are in Japan
studasta, None of £ ars reclstared for Sul eitisenship. The subject
aknbes thai the twe shildrsn now in dapan sre living with thelr prandpersnta. Fe
atator that en his trip to dapan o 1933 aublect's oS apsasted YAt shy: o2 50
mibjeot’s children, who ware with him on tbo vislt, remain in Jnpan to be & gome
panion ani somfort ko the grandfether. Une of the ohiliren was Left’ there and
Tecams g0 hemssick and lomely thet snother one of the ohildren was sent over o
be with his brotger sod thay bero sinos henn shors.
b

ubJect owtis stogk in the Oka Freduss Company which sondusted & frult
and vogetabie: stend b Sen Fedre, Gslifernis. Be sl owns some Jspanese DoHdE |
ard hes §£,000 in & hatk io Jepen.

Bubjeet visited Japan im 191E Lo ses his
fubher # thon induoted. into, the Japansss arny whers he sarved from 1612 ko :
1016: He reselied in Japan ewe yeor afber belng ddscherged.
llw nbjlol explalned She mopey thet he had in Jepan by saying that he hed
here for th purposs of providing for his ehlldren's sducatiow.
h!.'l. at. lwdﬂﬂlr luhj % applisd for repatristion. He dld nob explain to us
what his moti: plylag but atated that he had entirely changed his
nind v had ‘no p‘umt Baxire. bosreburn £ Japany that ‘his children'in this ¥
country wers &1l attending school hers and that ha desired o remeds here and ocn-
¥inue their Mlum eduestion, In snewer to a question ms to whom he desired o
win the war lis stated thet he wanked Amerios bo.win and bhat he was willivg to g0
o work snd hopad lp shnfplted Stater’ war

The wbgest mads & very favorsble fmpresaion a the e
He appsared o be completely aandid aod frack apd She Board,
that he be veleased, In $his recemmendation Mr. di Girolamo namn.
memorinl meeti

.re nl‘ the

at Senta Fa on Dsssmber Toh.

Am—e———SA N, i
John P, Klrkpatrick

Robart M, Benjenin
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CLUE #17

85

e ST 2 i

WAR DIVISION
ALIEY ENHEMY CURTROL UNIT
DEFARTNENT OF JUSPICE

ks ) f1fvg
ML,_._,_E THE FILE
waEs T2NAL, g

B, 7. PILR Nos 146-13-3- /3 -7 95 @‘D. C/?A;‘F.)

Tpsn rebsaring. tho fpeclnl Alian
Enaey Hearing Board has racommonded subjssct'

RELEASE

After a re-examination ¢f subjech®

Llagy atould

be PARILED . GT_Q__-"MAC&{ i) L)

Wy 3 ek ;fyer

. Hinarxy i wely
2 R ol Tapst (35, errz) f?—"kAFJI
T ASTM & rds, ; : :
MEMBER = NANKA TG.D { TEFS Az z
! witie. tenrgm® s ) po MifRW KE (Nav,-'my
awns a Bords o+ HasTuaen v ToAGNk Lk oH)
AT 2 GJ. T F AT SR = BAMCTED AT
T AN — SERFED (FL=pgT 1
f""‘““ /-frrwr. = .ﬂ"ﬂ’rny e o i

W .V: an'ef.;x et z:\.é
e ; 25
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Start Dates

. Until 12/7

. 12/7/41

. Before 3/42
. 4/10/42

. 5/29/42

. In ‘42 or ‘43
.In ‘42 or ‘43
. 3/3/44

. 10/2/45

OCONDTOBRWN =

Places

Los Angeles

L.A. County Jail
Fort Missoula, MT
Fort Sill, OK

Fort Livingston, LA
Lordsburg, NM
Santa Fe, NM

Amache, CO (Granada)

Los Angeles, CA

Morysile

Sfxmmevm..
Tm[mn\g ® Siockicn
k) ® Tulk
® Meed

[
VT

;

Jerome

e WCCA Assembly Center 0 unused focility i R

A WRA Relocation Center = Keoedy il

B WRA lsolation Center (’T‘g"m *

O WRA Temporary Camp or Other WRA Facility ¥

% Justice Dept., U.S. Army, or Cther Facility

s
87
ALL THE ATTENDEES! FAMILY GROUP PHOTO!
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This is the Tonai Family Tree (a little more like ground cover). We
descend from Teisuke and Yuki Komatsubara Tonai.

Yuki was adopted by the Tonai family to carry on the family name
and Teisuke became a Tonai in the Japanese tradition of Yo-shi
where the man takes the women’s surname to continue the family
name. Gengoro was the first male heir in generations. You'll be able
to see the family in more detail as we explore the branches.

n LS
£ s L ] e 4 F) Ep P a »a 23
PA R BB AR Eai e s frfgrpernanan REn ga ]
L8] | LB B B RS S]] S]] ) LIS S B L} LSl W | L8] | e
L

This is part of an amazing slide show showing how all the Tonais are related by cousin Teresa Tonai

89
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5%
GRANADA (OLO @

——]

; T

S

e VY JRICBE AMREE £ m { 9L-38 | 57 1 935 ¥. 24th St.
gnai, .Gengoro :  Tomone, Fumi , Ninoru, Yutaka y San Pedro, Calif.

n M ; i

s ] Jﬁ ﬁ“’gﬁ_’iﬁmﬁ*’r E i 1zF-52 | 22 ;
Torekewa, Sunao : Sebastopol, Calif.

%’ £ - F X B r| BA 1 5% | umeler | 24 .

A > q Los Angeles, Calif.

Torio, Icm:r : Tayeko, Linda i

E 5 - ; :ﬂ 3 T . P et T

& R A M PERURRELEEEE N | & SO L R —
Toriumi, Saisuke ._Toshi, Yoshio, Yujiro, Gisaburo, Yoichi : :

)f"i_/'h_' K M *@ #o 1 B A T FHEp | e Y g s 1t se. )
Toshivuki.Yoshiaki Jdu e TukiasiYoshio, Takeshs : Los fAngeles, Calif.
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Start Your Family website

Bios, Histories and Hot - -
Tk Welcome to Ton in.net!

Celebrating 100 years of the Din
family in the United States on August
15, 20121

Tonai "Adiles" found
5 o

Through the Freedom of Information Act, we
have been able to obtain the wartime files for
‘Gengoro Tonai. A produce merchant in San
Pedro, Califoria, he was arrested by the FBI
on December 7, 1941 The files show an
odyssey throughout Department of Justice
camps throughout the American west and
his only "crime” appeared to have been

2 donation to an organization that supported
Japanese maritime causes. Despite this
harsh treatment, Mr. Tonai became a
naturalized citizen in 1955. More details to
follow.

Gengoro & Toycne Tonsi

Owyang family roots.
and other Family
Bios

I l
Ietine & Grace Tons

On November 8, 1905, Hoon Owyang (later
also known as Owiyang Koon Cheung when

e got maried) disembarked from the SS
Empress of China in Vancouver, BC. He took

One hundred years ago, Gong Bow Gwun or his
family bought papers of a man named Ow Luen in
order to come to the United States. Unlike other
immigrant groups, Chinese immigrants were
restricted by a law called the Chinese Exclusion Act,
which was in eflect flom 1862 to 1943, In June 2012,
the House of Representatives joined the Senate in
expressing "regret” for this discriminatory legislation

Ow Luen came over from China on the SS
Manchuria, which docked in San Francisco on
August 15, 1912. He was questioned by government
officials and detained on Angel Island for three
weeks. finally receiing his Certificate of Identity on
September 7, 1912, allowing him to remain in the
United States. Like many Chinese immigrants trying
to come over during the Chinese Exclusion Acts, he
‘came over as a son of a native born American
citizen, which iftrue would mean he was immigrating
legally In reaty, he was a “paper son.” claiming he
was the son of a US native. To see his immigration
papers. scanned fiom the US National Archives, visit

94

Words of inspiration

Talk to relatives, even if they aren’t on your direct lines

Find relatives who are interested in family history and share information

and trips

Find groups that research in the same areas as you

Use reunions to share and learn, both in-person and online

Don’t give up!
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Contact us with questions!

NJAHS has resources here to put your search
into historical context.

Email: grant@tonaidin.net
Rosalyn@njahs.org

www.njahs.org

9/23/2025
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@ NATIONAL JAPANESE A CAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
T
T

www.njahs.org
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